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Abstract

First record of one colony of Acropora sp. was found at 5 m depth in Shirigai,
Otsuki, Kochi Prefecture, Japan. This type of Acropora differs from other Acropora species in
this region by having cochleariform radial corallites and is a new record for this region. The
growth rate of this colony was measured at odd intervals between 2009 to 2011 and was
compared with the Acropora hyacinthus (dominant species in this region) growth rate. The
results showed that the growth rate (the growth rate is calculated from the projected area) of this
type of Acropora sp. is 38 mm per year, which is almost similar to that of Acropora hyacinthus
(40 mm per year) in Nishidomari, Otsuki, Kochi Prefecture.
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Growth record of the colony
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IR 1 A
Explanation of plate 1

A: Acropora sp. 2009/7/15 (white bar: 1 cm)
B: Acropora sp. 2010/6/9 (white bar: 1 cm)
C: Acropora sp. 2010/9/14 (white bar: 1 cm)
D: Acropora sp. 2011/2/9 (white bar: 1 cm)
E: Acropora sp. 2011/4/21
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