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First record of juvenile Ipomoea pes-caprae (Convolvulaceae) from Shirahama,

Wakayama Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract

Three juvenile plants of Ipomoea pes-caprae (L.) Sweet (Convolvulaceae) were
found, each on a different stretch of beach, at Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan, between
September and December, 2008. These are the first detailed records from this area of this
perennial herb, which normally inhabits tropical and subtropical sandy beaches. For each
plant, measurements are provided of the stem length (up to 60.0 cm), diameter of the uppermost
part of root (up to 9.0 cm), maximal leaf length and width (up to 35.2 x 36.2 mm), and distance
from basal stem to the high tide mark on the day observed (0.9 - 42 m).
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Table 1. Measurements of juvenile Ipomoea pes-caprae (Convolvulaceae) found on three

beaches in Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan (Measured on December 19, 2008).
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Explanation of Plate 1
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Figure A. Ipomoea pes-caprae (Convolvulaceae) found at Nakachama in Shirahama town,

Wakayama Prefecture, Japan (photographed on November 10, 2008)
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Figure B._Ipomoea pes-caprae (Convolvulaceae) found at “Kitahama”-beach of the Seto Marine
Biological Laboratory, Kyoto University in Shirahama town, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan

(photographed on November 12, 2008)
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Figure C. Ipomoea pes-caprae (Convolvulaceae) found at Tsuinoura in Shirahama town,

Wakayama Prefecture, Japan (photographed on December 19, 2008)
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