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Abstract

Field observations of spawning behavior of scleractinian corals at a high latitude coral
community at Nishidomari, Otsuki, Kochi, Japan were carried out annually from early to late
summer in 2002 to 2006. Spawning of 28 species from 12 genera, 6 families were observed in
situ, occurring from the end of June to the beginning of September. The majority of observed
species were hermaphroditic broadcast spawners. At Nishidomari spawning between species
was not as synchronous as previously seen in Okinawa and on the central Great Barrier Reef.
However, some Faviid species were observed to spawn synchronously in predictable timing
patterns, around the last quarter moon in middle July to middle August.
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Introduction

RN FE AR A LTaonsd 7 L— U7 U =7 (LLF GBR) Tl
1980 L v EhEY > = (LR 2) OB 7R (LLTFEESR) 1220\ T ORFZED
REANZAT DI, 100 FiA 2 23 IRYE ONH EEHMICE V4R LU CEINT 58
% (—FEIN) BHE STV (Babeock et al. 1986; Harrison et al. 1984; Willis et al.
1985), LU, #LifE, AU 7, BRI Sy CoMEns T2 >i, GBR
TRONTE—FEIND L 5 72 @ W RIFNE 2 FF oIS LT L ARG COIRIC X - T
Uiz AR - FEANORFAMEIZR 222 Z E 30> TE 72 (reviewed in Richmond &
Hunter 1990), F£7-2. GBR OF#J 700km, @i {E % Solitary Islands (30° S)
MO, FIZ L -T2, 3 7 A BDEFHMEOIRWEINI N #H]E ST 5 (Wilson &
Harrison 2003) ,
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Fig. 1. Map of study site at Nishidomari, Otuki, Kochi, southwestern Japan. The dotted line
shows the northern limit of coral reef distribution in Japan.

HARENOY > TR Tl EHKIEN 25 CEBZ S 5 A TaNS 8 H Ol H At
W CERFEIN R 55 (Hayashibara et al. 1993) , IR E (Fig. 1) TiX 1986
L1987 FEIZENEN 9T L 18 F (Heyward et al. 1987) . [l 25 55 JE0 ek 7> © 13 1989
~1998 T/ T CTAFE 29 J& 107 FEDOFEIN AN A STV %  (Hayashibara ef al. 1993; T
L 1999), VRO F HITALE T DA TEHEHN O RS Tl 1991~93 42t THFE 28
FEOEIINBIE S L, WA O 2~3 HEORMIRE 1| AT ICEINDN R b EHR Lz (1
Al 1994),

HAENOIEY » TSIV THE < OIFZER THhR T\ 5, FEklEA (330
22" N) (Fig. 1) TIE 1987~1990 4F, 1994~2006 4ED 17 FERNZ /T T, A H K OUKFE
BEUC LV EF 21 FOFEIINBIE S, KIRSCH i & PEIREH] 0 BfRCBR 4 & Kl T o
FEIND[EFHMEIC S\ TOBEZENTHOI TS (IR 1989-1990, 1994-2001, 2003-2006)
VU ] CUIIASTR A M S B3 5 @A R R A BT E (32° 46' N) 12368\ T, 1993 428 A
DA B 10 H % O/NEIZ Faviidae 10 T & Montipora 2 FEO [EFHH: O & W BEIR N EL#2
I T 5 (van Woesik 1995) (Table 1), REARILKEL (32° 11’ N) Tl 1988~90
D T~9 HIZHT T, &t 22 FOEIND KEN CTHEFE 4L (Yeemin 1991), 2001 4~
2003 2T CRE 7 O EIIN B/ THIZL STV D (Nozawa et al. 2006) .
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Table 1. A list of species spawned from 2002 to 2006 at Nishidomari in the present study
and in 1993 at Shirigai (van woesik 1995). + indicates inferred spawning based on

examination of gonads.

Species

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 van Woesik(1995)

Acroporidae

B D R A R A RNANAMNRAN

Montipora informis
M. mollis

M. turgescens

M. venosa
Acropora dendrum
. formosa

. gemmifera

. glauca

. hyacinthus

. Japonica

. microphthalma
aff. samoensis red type

. solitaryensis
sp.1

. tumida

. valida

. willisae

aff. samoensis white type
aff. samoensis vellow type
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Faviidae

Cyphastrea serailia
C. chalcidicum
Favia favus

F. speciosa

Favites abdita

F. flexuosa

F. halicora

F. pentagona
Goniastrea aspera
G. australiensis

G. deformis

G. favulus

G. pectinata
Montastrea valenciennesi
Oulophyllia crispa
Platygyra contorta
P. daedalea

P. sinensis
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O 00O
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Echinophyllia aspera
Micromussa amakusensis
Hydnophora exesa
Turbinaria spp.

O O

0000




36 Kuroshio Biosphere : BULL. BIOL. INST. KUROSHIO Vol. 3, 2007

ENO KRNI DT IRA BT DR OILIR Th 5 TIERAE L (34°58'N) T
1. 8 A THI~9 A EAIC)NT TEINH Y, AE & BRI 72\ Acropora tumida O
PEIRAS A S Cunvd GRIE 2003),

Z DX D R PEIRE I, T ORI T B HAEDOIARCES &5 T 5 5LEEg kL &
BT AR L R SN EUR T A AV TR A PR, Bk x AR TR A ATREIC &
o, £lo. WEFOZEHIZBNT S EIN ORI OIFHAS THELEBIZ OV T
DIFREPFHE, BERMAL 2> TETWD, AW TIEL, 2002~2006 £ 5 FfH D
PEINTEMMAG DT DT, @ERKABTEIAIZS T 54 0 > THHOFEIN N — R0
RN OWCOF =72 R a2 w7 5,

BEBE L Hri
Materials and Methods

FRAHE CTd 2 KA MFEINIUE O EEICATE L (32°46'N, 132°44'E) . K
I - TIN5 BN OB A I8 < 2T AW CTH 5728 FEV o T /e 3 59 >
IOFELEMENE (Fig. 1), BFAS - B (2005) Tik, KA RUFRN S A ¥ 3
M5 AL 102 fl, 7V 2 N I MO 103 A fRek Lz, A (1995) Of R
LHbES L RMMBERIL 123 L 70 v | B 5FHX Faviidae Th 5, — IV 21
B ClE. Acroporidae 2ME SR Tod D DTkt L, HARDIEY - THERTIE Faviidae 73%
AUCE S D SR BRICH D | KA BT 2 & Eefl1- 5~ BARIC N T T o R,
FHORAEE o> TS (B 2006), FAEZ FHE L= AV ITIE, TALXOUE] &M
XA, 1E 400 m, HBATE 500 m TR X ISE O EBWVWTWS (Fig. 2,PL1A&B), &0

100m _ | X2, A TOAREICEIT BT

U7, A)Acropora hyacinthus 73

L LSRR - BB S RS
DHHEEE. B) A formosa & A.
tumida DECREERDME ST HHE
. C) WD A. solitaryensis 7
E L, BRIR - BREERIRAE DN R K
T HREE,

Fig. 2. Observed areas for this study at
Nishidomari. Three types of
scleractinian coral assemblages
were identified: A) Acropora
hyacinthus dominated, massive
and encrusting species
assemblage. B) 4. formosa and A.
tumida dominated assemblage.
C) A. solitaryensis dominated
massive and encrusting species
assemblage.
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L =V R TeZ%)] OBRERRD D720, ZONAITIRESRERN LR,
AL HL D [, CIIBDIR D Acropora tumida <° A. formosa MES L T\ 5, AVITLOE
ITIEZ < OFBENIESCR 2 72 L, I EENIZELIRD AL hyacinthus 53, WD FEHEOHEHRIZ
BRIROHAR DY o INER L TV D,

PEONMBERIT HEH 1~3 4N AF 2 —"EHWTCHEK L, BRBIEICL Y LT,
FEYHDIENIZIL, Acropora hyacinthus DSEEE L, SRR - #EERRFEDNRER T 2 8E4E  (Fig.
2A,PL1C). 4. formosa & A. tumida DECREHADE L3 584 (Fig. 2B, PL. 1 D),
Al A. solitaryensis 735 L BRAR - HAIRFEANERL T 2 4% (Fig. 2C,PL.1E) @
3 XA T OMEABET D2 LN TE 5, HANIRIX 2002—2006 40 6~9 H D FFLD
HIM T, SRR LM IR BRI K D BB 21TV, PEIR L 72t T D4 & Z DFF
G, BEARE RS Uz, B OBIZRERIT 19 FR~23 R E To 2 RERIFREE T, #FIC
Ny ROy MR L THLEINE CORRAEWV SO0 N FLDt y ML
DBV S DEBILET DL 2 RELL EOBIEE 21T o 7o, PEIN A fERR L 72 FEIC DUV T,
Veron (2000) 72 5 ONZVEY: & Veron (1995) ([ZHESWTHLZRIE Lz, SFEEOFHE
WML Fo@EY Th 5,

2002 4 B OIIO FERRE O MERITTR A I FIZIEE H LW 7=y, RO EIRE
HIx6H21~30 H, 7H 11~13 BH.19~28 H.8 H 5 H~9 H D 28 HIH,

2003 4F: 6 H 14~20 H, 6 H 26 H~8 A 15 HOFHEMM T, BROFETHE TX 7
Motz 8 H 5~9 HERRL G 54 HFH,

2004 4F: 6 H 26 H~8 A 17 HOMEMM T, AROEECTHETE -2 8H 1 H
whr< . FH52 HIH,

2005 4 : 6 H 23 H~8 A 12 HOFFEMIRK T, AR 7 5ORIZE > THEAKTE eno
727 H 25 HERR<EF50 HERH,

2006 F-:6 H 12 H~9 A 4 H OFAERIHC, i RICE VK TE R0 o726 H 15 H,
7H8H, 13H, 8 H9H, 17~19 HZFR< 578 A,

R
Result

2002~2006 0 5 A OFHE T, FEIRMLOWEES 6 B 12 B 28 TV T D
INEBIER+ 52 LN TE 7 (Table 1, Pl 2-5), BlE2ZN7- 28 FliD 5 b Turbinaria spp.?>
IR DNMERERAR T, ITMERERA T - 72,

PEINEER] (Spawning time)

2002~2006 428122 U= pEIPREZ] (A% HFEINT 5 £ CORIBIEM) OfE R % Fig.
312 % & ¥z, Acroporidae 13, H & 2~4 BE ORI K2 D Acropora D3EEIR L7273,
Montipora TIX H &% 1~1.5 i) & BONKRFEIZPEIR 21T - 7=, Faviidae DPFEIRIRFZIIE,
Acropora & PG L TR, HER 1~3 KEHIC, ZOMORToH 5D Echinophyllia aspera
& Hydnophora exesa I% Faviidae & L7 REZNZEIRAMEF L7, 1F & A EOREIZIHBNT,
A AT Ko TR 2 IR EE D REIRIRFAI DIX B O & 3 - 7273, [7l U H OFENIZ I 1T
LEEIIRZNZ, R THHEOBETH Y . FFRMEIIRD TR o7,
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Species (l) Ui:' 1.0 L.

Montipora venosa I_I
M. informis _

g Acropora formosa ]

5 A. hyacinthus [ [

& A. japonica I

A. solitaryensis ] ]
A. tumida

T

Acro

Cyphastrea serailia

C. chalcidicum

Favites pentagona I
5 Goniastrea aspera
= (1. australiensis ]
é G. deformis |

Cr. favulus

Montastrea valenciennesi [ ]

& Echinophyiliaaspera~~~~ [TT7770 [ |
22 Hydnophora exesa T

3. W{ATO A& G OEIRRE] (B= BEFINZ ; K= BEFIN DI
Fig. 3. Time of spawning after sunset at Nishidomari (number of observations: black bar = many,
gray bar = a few).

FEYROEEH] & [FFRME  (Timing and Synchrony of spawning)

1. X RFUATF (Acroporidae) : FE{AHLSE THE 5 E D&\ Acropora 3 FEDFEIN /X5 —
AANFIRD X 9 ¥ b7z (Fig. 4), A. formosa X 6 A TH)~T7 H FANZHT T
DFNWRFHICEIIEF L TRV | BNORFIEIL&E o 72, BNOJAHFICAR L T
W5 A. hyacinthus 1% 6 A THI~8 A LA)T, FEINWIM M OE 925 2 fll & ik U T
b &<\ A solitaryensis 1Z 7 H THI~8 H FAINCNT TOREWKHNCEIINEF L, 3
FRICOWTIEPEEINHIMICIR 2N H 572 DRI U HICEINT 2 Z L iXd o 722 N T b E
IR EEF 3 B REHANT 4. formosa, A. hyacinthus., A. solitaryensis DNEIZHEE < 72 DA 25 7L
Ve, F7o. 20 BEARLL EIFFH U CREIN L7z B OFRKIRIL, A formosa (243 C) <
A. hyacinthus (25.7 °C) < A. solitaryensis (27.6 “C) ONEIZ & < 7 D@13 2 iz (Fig.
5

F DD Acropora DFETIIEET 2 3 FEOWT LR U BIZHEIFT MmN RS
U, Acropora \Z33 1T D FERE] D RIFAME S EN R S vz (Fig. 4), EARFEOEINEARIE,
Acropora aff. samoensis TlX 6 A FA)/»5 7 A WA, A. japonica TIE 7 A ERIE THIZ
22T T Th o7, Montipora TI& 2006 FIZH)6D T 2 FOFEIRABIZE S v, FEIRHIRH] VY
HTINETICRESN TV O TIIHR BIES, 8 HTAINHL 9 A LAITH- T,

2002~2005 £ Dt F Tl Acroporidae 13 _E5%7> Bt A B IZ 0T TOREINT D72 < |
Z DOthD H sl IR FEIN T DM 23 & - 7= (Fig. 6),

2. %7 AATH (Faviidae) : 2006 =212/ NEAR 72 FEON 2NER & 72 A S ICHBLER S L7278,
Faviidae |23 WTREIFO BN K & < [FFRAMEO SV HIX, 7 AFRAINS 8 HHAID Ti%
D HEIBICERTHHEEN RSN (Figs. 6 & 7)., 7=, FEIINEF T2 HOH & ¥
KR E OBRE D & BEEHEKIEN 26 CEMZ 72RO F5E0 A RBi&IZEINT 5
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AR o (Fig. 7).

3. Zofh (Other families) : Mussidae @ Echinophyllia aspera ®FEIRIE, 2003~2006
T TR S AL, IRk % 70 A N PEINAN L B 7223, Faviidae O EFRZ
925 FEED H /iR I EINT AN L 4172, W U Mussidae @ Micromussa amakusensis
H. 2006 FEDOHDOEIELTH %M Faviidae DFEIINET T2 FiLD AIEINZIT o 72,

Merulinidae @ Hydnophora exesa D EEIIOBIZEFENT D720 T A BIZIZEIN AT > T2,

S EIEIR (Split spawning)

2005 - F THICTEH L TWVRD 2 T2 2 DFEER T 720 A3 2006 4FTIEL 7 RIS W T
HEARN D BIFEINZ MR 95 Z E N TE 72 (Acropora solitaryensis, A. sp. 1, A. willisae,

Hydnophora exesa, Montipora informis, M. venosa, Goniastrea aspera) . 53rHIFEINZ, RT

FEARDS 1 B MRRE O HIMHIC, X3 LT 2~3 BIZHoT TEINT 2R b o &
1 ARREREZ & TRARSCHAAN TR Z 2 B2 b on b - 1=, EHE0 7255 E
FEINDH] & LT, Acropora solitaryensis Tl 26 BEAED 5 5 17 BEHKMN 2~3 HIZH - T
DEIEINZAT 7o, £, BREHINZRBITIL, 4. solitaryensis 73 20 H & OFIFE % & T TRE
FILCW e, BFIFEINC XD T SN ABB FOREIFHIZ KL s TRES B2 Dl
HIZREHAR 2RO 1 BIFEE T, 2V HITEHAD 8 BILL EAEEIN L7z,

BE

Discussion

van Woesik (1995) (X, KHAHTR A CTOEZBIZIZLY 28 6 & 12, FETDOH
X AMENRBETIR LB e M, BH1I8FOY L IOEINEHRE L T D, 4lH
D 5AEMIC e SFFETIX, BF6 B 12 & 28 FDPEIN 2 Bp A CIEEBIZE T2 Z LN TE,
4%} 6 J& 21 FOFEIND[FMHE CHI7zICiigk Sz, LorL, mifsEEzGhbE T, E
IR SN FIE KA TR ICARE L TV DD 25 % THY . R LONT &
AETHDH, KA TR 4L, KN TE S 41TV 2 Cycloseris spp. 3 fE{AAY, 2005
8 H 18 BRI 9 RFtHIFIRF I 2 LI Z 3D b, FIEEIRRILA A2 6 DIZo
W, ZOBID & 9T, EIRRFZID AEN L RELSFTNATND, UIINETIT- T
X726 HhH~9 A LA E TOFREIFSMIEIN L TW D ATREMEN S 2 bl b,

A EIOHFZETIL 19 I OWTEINDOEF T LKL (AL REINT 5 £ TofkEkE
M) ZH5CL7z (Fig.3) . £72. SEIOFE R van Woesik (1995) 23 1993 42 [F]
W CRIER U= FEDRRES & — B L F¥IT Favites pentagona 13t @ Faviidae OFE & Fhiz L
TEIPREZ N RN E W) SB[R U ThoTz, o TROEIIRFANL, BEAIZIRE ST
WD ERHESNTEY (IRE - A 2004) . FE{ARSEOWEE CHHE 2 &2 PEIIREZ)
DRESTND I ENREBEE LT,

PEYAHISE DM CTIX HERNBI T B D 6 H THI D 9 A BRI TEERFEDEIIN
iTohn Z Ebnole (Fig. 4), Vo THEIR O Ml IR 5% 5 550 Tl Acropora 1X5
~6 A, ENLHNOY o TITEIC 6~8 AIZEPRLTENNT LI ERHESNTED

(Hayashibara er al. 1993) , WayA O A & Hele ™25 & Acropora T 1~2 4 H PEJRRFHI 2
P ENDAN DY T TIEFEIFBMIRFENE 1 7 HEWSKE TREINXIZEA LRI U ThH
S 72, A EIOBELTIE 3 1% R\ T Acropora formosa & A. hyacinthus D FEIND g b - <
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H g ]
z g4 s k3 = ;
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a ] ] mo oo
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Water temperature(°C)

A Aformosa O A hvacinthus ® A.solitarvensis

5 BETHI R AT 3FOPEINE KILOBAMR, FHEATIINT 1 4&IT 20 FEARLL

EREESR L= H OEEKIEEZRL TV D,

Fig. 5. Relationship between seawater temperature and spawning of three dominant

Number of species spawned

2517

20 1

Acropora species. Daily average temperatures of days when over twenty colonies
spawned in one night at Nishidomari are plotted for each species.

B Acroporidae E Faviidae [ Others

PRI

)]

FQ FM LQ NM
Lunar phase

X 6.2002~2006 40> fii & PESRFER O BAFRIE,
Fig. 6. Relationship between lunar phase and number of species spawned from 2002 to
2006.
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30

Water temperature(°C)

» oX (X IOl X |

30

Water temperature(°C)
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Fig. 7. Daily average water temperatures at Nishidomari in 2004 to 2006. Arrows indicate
(T) the start of spawning period and ( | ) the day of highly synchronized spawning
of Faviidae species in each year, respectively.
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(Fig. 4). FEUNH OF¥KIEIT 23.8 C (22.3~258 C) ThHho7z, NEILMNSHKEE
TOWR T, KD 24~26 CITZELIZBZEINT LI RN REINTEY (B
B 2006) ., A FEIOFERITZEOHFA LV T NIEh -T2, FRETH -T2,

A EIOMFE Tl Acropora 13FFE D HEIZFEIRME R, EBED H 2> Bl H #iit LA
GO A R SEERIZEEIR T D 23 B o 72, ZAUZx L, Faviidae D EEINIL T34 D A Aif
BATHEIIT 5 Z L1 % <, Al L OFROFEIFIMES R H4v7e (Fig. 6), FEINBALH O A s
WZOWTERE (2006) 1%, NELNH KEE TOWETIX 24~26 CIZELZIZELT
BAIOW A IZEIINZ N E LTS, Ll BEETIEZ XS RBZBTR e ho
77

PEYAHISE TlX,. Acroporidae @ 5 ffi & Faviidae D 2 FECHEFEIINBLE S -, EWN
BT DEHANOEIFEINL, Tl (1993) & Nozawa et al. (2006) TH#HEINTEHD |
ZOFERFK Z/iE TlE BHANIZIS T 2 IMERE DS PEIN AT RERREA L~ LIZ R LT D
MENT, XNBRE TIIEIATH S 7 A DKIEBFIEL VIR T27od EE LTV 5,
2006 =Tl Acropora solitaryensis 25FFIAN T, Faviidae 23R TR IIAY 72 53 FIFEIN &
1To72, ZOFKIZ, KiR 26 Cx FlEl->7= B2 7 A R~ FAEIZNT TR 2 @ EHE
fe Liz7=, TORKIEOHBENEEE L TS AREER B 2 515 (Fig. 5),

L2y

Summary

1. VE{AHYEVEECT 2002~2006 40 5 4RI 6 B 12 & 28 DY IO PEI % B
BRI LT, 2O H4F 6 )R 21 HOEIINYIFSE TH -7,

2. VE{AHISEER O FEINREZ) 3R L T E o T e,

3. Faviidae TIXHEAKIEEDN 26 CEB 2 I=HHD FiLd AR I RFRIED BV E
e lroTlm,

4. Acropora ®PEINIL Faviidae & F72 - CTHE O RIFHMIMELS . EED H ~ HH
LIS D A BRI SERIRC AT Tz,

5. VEVAHIE ORI W TELE T2 Acropora 3 FOBEIRNET T HREHAIR, 4
formosa (6 A THI~7 A _EA)). A. hyacinthus (7 A LA~ TFH)). A. solitaryensis
(7 A FHI~8 A FH) DIET, EHKIEIZZENEN 243 °C, 25.7 °C, 27.6 C
ThHoT,

E IS
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Explanation of plates
PLATE 1

A) 2005. 10. 29. Nishidomari, B) 2006. 8. 6. Nishidomari, C) Acropora hyacinthus dominated,
massive and encrusting species assemblage (A in Fig. 2), D) A. formosa dominated assemblage

(B in Fig. 2), E) 4. solitaryensis dominated massive and encrusting species assemblage (C in Fig.
2).

PLATE 2
A) Acropora formosa (A /7 % X R A <) depth: 5 m, B) A. aff. samoensis yell. Type (H
E7 X NV A ¥)depth: 3 m, C - D) 4. hyacinthus (7 >7~4 X KU A ) depth: 3m, E) A.
willisae (237N KU A ) depth: 8 m, F) A. valida (75 =4 2 KU A ) depth: 5 m.
PLATE 3
A - E) Acropora solitaryensis (=% 7 I KU A ) depth: 8 m, F) 4. sp. 1, depth: 7 m.
PLATE 4
A - B) Montipora informis (/ Y 2E % =) depth: 8 m, C) M. venosa (2E 2 H#2)
depth: 5m, D, E) Hydnophora exesa (/%7 A "4 =) depth: 5 m, F) Micromussa
amakusensis (7~ 27 Y%A 4 N7% 7 AA) depth: 3m.
PLATE 5

A - B) Goniastrea deformis (X% V71 A ax 27 XA ) depth: 5m, C) G aspera (/XU 71
A ) axy AA ) depth: 5m, D) G australiensis (V31 A ) aAx 7 A A ) depth: 3m,
E, F) Platygyra contorta (X % L/ w4 2) depth: 5 m, G) Cyphastrea serailia (7 71 /7
X7 AA ) depth: 5m, H) C. chalcidicum (2 5% 2 A A <) depth: 5m
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